Meeting the Rehabilitation Needs of People with Violently Acquired Spinal Cord Injury (VASCI): An Application of the Relational Model of Disability

Purpose: The National Rehabilitation Hospital Center for Health and Disability Research (NRH-CHDR) is conducting a qualitative study to describe and contextualize the physical, psychological and social consequences of violently-acquired spinal cord injury (VASCI) from the perspective of people with VASCI and the people who provide rehabilitative services to them. Another goal of the project is to identify and understand the rehabilitative support and intervention needs of people with VASCI (Agency for Healthcare Research & Quality, Project # R03 HS13039-01). The goals of this project inherently require the use of a framework that highlights both individual-level and contextual contributors to VASCI outcomes. 

The 2003 Annual Meeting of the American Association of Behavioral and Social Scientists (AABSS) provided an excellent opportunity to explicitly develop and apply the theoretical model of disability that had been implicitly driving our work on this project.  The purpose of the current article is to:

1)      Describe VASCI as a serious social and public health issue facing the United States.  

2)      Describe our application of the relational model of disability.  

3)      Illustrate the relational model of disability with specific findings from our qualitative interviews with VASCI survivors and the rehabilitation professionals who provide services to them.   

